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'T'> Court doth earneſtly deſire the Reverend Dr. Sting feet , 


Frag/taff. 
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4 To the Right Honourable 


S Robert Clayton 


Lord Mayor of the City of LONDON. | 


My Lord, | 


— I OOO OOO DA erent Ce 


gl N obedience to Tour Lordſhips Order I now pre/cirt to Tow 

AM hands, not only the Sermon Tow lately heard, but theje Ad- 

} ditions, which the Rtraits of time would not then permit me 

to deliver. In all which, {was fo far from nten ding to ſtir =: 

Dh p the Magiſtrates ad Judges to a Perſecution of Dillen- & 

ters, as fome ill men have reported, that my only dejrg 

was to prevent any occaſion of it,by finding out a certarn foundation or a 

laſting Union —_ our ſelves. Which is impoſſible to be attained, 

#ill men are conviuced of the Evil and Danger of the preſent Separation ; 

it being carried on by ſuch Principles as not only overthrow the preſent 

Conſtitution of 04r Charch, bur any other whatſoever. For, tf tt be laws | 

full to ſeparate on a pretence of greater Purity, where there 1s an Agreement FE 

in Dodtrine, and the ſubſtantial parts of Worſhip, as is acknowledged 71 «| 

our Caſe ; then a bare difference of opinion as to ſome circumſtances of Wor- | 

ſhip aad the beſt conſtitution of Churches will be ſuffs'ent ground to breat | 

Communion and to ſet up new Churches : Which confidering the great vart- 

ety of mens fancies about theſe matters, is to make an injnite Diviſibility 

in Churches, without any poſſible ſtop to farther Separation. But, if after 

themſelves are pleaſed with condeſcenſions to their own minds, any think it 

fit that ethers ſhould be tied up, notwithſtanding their diffatistation ; the 

world will judge it too great partiality in them to think that none ought ts " 

ſeparate 4? themſelves, and that the ſame Reaſon wil! hold againſt | 

tl emſelves in the judgement of others ; it thereby appearing, that it 15 not [2 

Uniformity zhey dif{zke, but that they do not preſcribe the Terms of it. [1 
But,my Lord] mtend not to argue the Ca ſe of Separation herc,( W101 | 

is at large doue in the following Diſcourſe ) but only to ſhew, how neceſSary 

it was is order tothe laying a Foundation for Peace aud Unity, to have thi 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


matter throughly diſcuſſed. And if once the People be brought to underſtand 
and praftiſe their duty as to Communion with our Churches , 9 her Dif- 
feulties which obſtraft our Union will be more eaſily removed. 

I have endeavoured to purſue my deſign in a way ſuitable tothe nature of 
it, without ſharp and provoking refleftions on the Perſons of any ; which 
often fet Friends at diſtance, but never reconciled or convinced Adverſas 
ries. However, I muſt expe the Cenſures of ſuch who either make our 
Diviſions , or make uſe of them for their own ends : but I am contented to be 
made a ſacrifice , if thereby T might cloſe up the Breaches among us. OY 

God Almighty #1e/s 7hi5 great City and Tour Lordſhips care in the Go 
vernment of zt ; and grant that in this our day, we may yet know the 
things that belong to our Peace , and to the Preſervation of the true 


Proteſtant Religion among #s. | 


————— 


1 am, 
my Lordg 
Your Lordſhips moſt faithful 


i— 


and obedient Servant , | 


Edward Stilling fleet. 
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Nevertheleſs, whereto we bave already attained , tet ut walk, by t5e fame ride , bet us 
mind the ſame thing. 


Lthough the Chriſtian Religicn doth lay the greateſt obligations on 
mankind to Peace and Vnizy, by the firicteft commands, the higheſt 
examples, and the moſt prevailing arguments 3 yet fo much have 
the paitions end interefis of men overiward the fenle of theic duty 
that a3 nothing ought to be more in our #ifres , fo nothing feems 
more remote from our hopes, than the ariverjel Peace of the Chriſtie 
an World. Not that there is any impollibility in the thing , or any 

conliderable difficulty, if all men were ſuch Chriitians as they ought to bez but 
as long 25 men purſue their ſeveral factions and deſigns under the colour and pre» 
tence of zeal tor Religion; if they did not fad Names and parties ready framed , 
that were ſuitable to their ends, the difference of their deſigns would make then, 
So that till mens corruptions are mortified, and their palttons ſubdued to a greater 
degree than the World hath yet found them, itis in vain t5 expect a ftate of peere 
and tranquillity in theChurch, We need not go fartrom home for a fufficient ev! 
gence of this; for although our diff:rences are (uch as the witer Protefiants abroad 
not only condemn but wonder at thems yet it hath hitherto puzzied the with per 

{ons among us to find out ways to compoſe them not fo muck trom the ditance of 

mens opinions and practices, as the itrength of theis prejudices and inclinations: Jadg, 5, 
What thoſe divifons of Rewben of old were, which caulcd ſzch thoughts and ſearcbings 15+ 15. 
of heart, we neither well underfiand , nor doth it much concern us: but the con- 
tinuance, if not the widening, of thefe unhappy breaches among our telves do give 

juſt cauſe for many (ad reflections, When neither the miſcries we havefelt, nor the 
calamities we fear z ncither the terrible judgments of God upon us, nor the un- 
expected deliverances vouchſafed tous, nor thecommon eanger we are yet in, have 

abated mens heats , or allayecd their pattions, or made them more willing to unite 

with our cftabliſhed Church and Religion. But infiead of that, ſome rather ſtand 

at a greater-difiance it not defiance, and feem to entertain- themielves with hopes of 

new revolutions; others raife freſh calumnics ard reproackes, as well a5 revive and 

ſpread abroad old ones, as though their bufneH3 were tomake our breaches wider, 

and to cxafperate mens ſpirits agairſt each others at fuch a time, when Reaton an 

common ſecurity, and above all our Religion obligeth us: zo follows after 1h: toings that 

make for peace, and things wherervith one may edrfie anuotherz and notfuch as tend ro 

our mutual defirution; 25 molt certainly our divitions and animofitics do. Yet a}! Rom 14, 
partics pretend to a zeal for Peace, fo they may have ic in their own way? by which 19- 

it appears that {t is not Peace they aim at but Vidory; nor Unity fo mach as hi- | 

ving their own wills, Thoſe of the Reman Church mats great boaſts of their mony 

an 
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and the effequal means they have to preſerve it 3 but God dellver us from ſuch cruel 
wayes of Peace, and ſuch deiiructive means of Unity as Treachery and Afﬀalhnations, 
and an Inquilition. Txeir feet are ſwift 10 ſhed blood, deſtrutiion and miſery are an their 


4<.is, Wayes 5 and tbe way of peace they bave not known, But it were happy for us, if all thoſe 


who agree in rznouncing the Errors: and Corruptions of the Roman Church, 
could as eaſily join together inthe great dutics of our common Religicn;, that is, In 
our Prayers, and Praiſes, and Sacraments, and all ſolemn acts of Divine worſhip. 
For this would not only take off the reproach of our Adverſaries, who continually 
upbraid us with our Schiſms and Separations, but it would mightily tend to abate 
mens paſhons, and to remove their prejudices, and to diſpoſe. their inclinations, and 
thercby lay a foundation for a blefſ:d Union among our ſelves, which would fruktrate 
the great dclign of our encrmies upon us, who expect to fee that Religion de- 
ſiroyed by our own folly, which they could not otherwife hope to accompliſh by 
their utmoſt care and endeavour. And: we may juftly hope tor a greater bleſſing ef 
God upon us, when we offer upour joint Prayers 2nd Devotions to him, lifting 


;. Tim. 7p, as St Poxl ſpeaks, holy bands without wrath end diſputing, This is therefore athing 


34, 


Cal, z, 


of 10 great confequence to our Peace and Union, that tends fo much to the Honour 
of God , and our common Safcty and. Preſervation; that no perfon who hath any 
zeal concernment tor theſe things , can deny it to be not only jul and fitting, but 
in our cizcumfilances neceſſary to be done, if it can be made appear to be lawful, or 
that they can do it with a good Conſcience, 

And this is the ſubje& 1 defign to fpeak to at this time; and for that purpoſe have 
made choice of theſe words of the-Apoſtle, Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already 8t- 
t2rrtd, let ws walk Ly the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thingss 

For our better underitanding the fnll ſcope and Meaning of the Apofile in thefe 
words, we arc to conſider, that an unhappy Schiſm, or wilful breach of :h- Churches 
Unity, had begun ia the Apoliles times, upon the difference that aroſe concerning the 
necelhity of keeping the Law of Moſes, And that which made the Schiſm<the more 


at. re, dangerous, was that the firft beginners of it pretended a commilhon from the Apoſiles 


themſelves at. Feruſalem, and were extreamly buſie and induſtrious to gain and keep 
up a party to thetnkelves in the moſt flouriſhing Churches planted by the Apoſliles, 
At Anzzerh they bore fo great a way, that St, Peter himf{c!lf complyed with. them, 


17,13, 8d 6 only other Fews, but Barnabas alſc ras carryed away with their difimulation, 


Rom. 


I6, 17. 


kni'omuct: that had it not been for the courage and refolution ot St. Paxl, all the 
Gentile Chrifijans had been either forced to a compliance with the Jews, or to a 
perpetual Schiſm, ( of which St. Peter had bcen in probability the Head, and not 
of the Churches unity it St, Paul, had not vigoroufly oppoſed fo dangerous a compl- 
ance ) But finding fo good ſuccels in his endeavours at Antioch, he purſues theſe 
falſe Apoſtles, who made it their buſineſs to divide and ſeparate the Chriſtians from 
each others Communion through.al] the Churches, where they had, or -were like 
tomake any great imprefiion, He writes his Epiſtle to the Galatians purpoſely againſt 
them 3 he warns the Chriſtians at Rome of them, Now-I beſeech you Bretbre:z mark them 
wrch cauſe Diviſions ond Offences contrary.to the DoArine rabich you have learned, and 
avid them, And bece alc ke had underliood they had beenbuſicat Philipps to make a 
party there too, theretore the Apolile to vrevent their deſigns, Makes uſcot this follows 
ing mcthods . 1. Rs 


a "y | 
(7) | 
t. He exhorts the Philippians to an unanimous and conflant refoluticn, in hol dirs | 
f2!t to the faith of the Golpel , in ſpight of all the threats and malice of their enc- 2 kil. 1, 
mes : That ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, triving togeiber for te faith of the 7% **« 
Go/peil; and in nothing terrified by your adverſaries. If once the fears of troubles and 
perſecutions make men aſraid to own and maintain their Religion, it will bean czfie 
natter for their enemies firſt to divide, and then to (ubdue them, But their courage 
and unenimity ina govd Cauſe baffles the atrempts of the moſtdaring Advecſaries, 
2nd makes them willing to retreat when they fee they can neither difunite thera nor 
make them afraid, 
2, He beſeeches them inthe moſt vchement and affe&ionate manner, not to give 
way to any differences or diviſions among them, If there be therefore any conſolation Pied, 
#72 Chrift, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhyp of the ſpirit, if any bowels and mercies ; "*< 
f=ifil ye my joy, that ye he like minded , having the ſame love ; being of one accord, of ons 
mind, As though he had ſaid unto them, 1 have (een the miſerable efiz4s of divili- 
OR3 in other Churches already; how our Religion hath been reproached, che Gods 
pel hindred,and the Croſs of Chrift rendred of little 01 no efi=-& by reaſon of themg | 
let me therefore intreat you, if you have any regard tothe Peace ard Welfare of | 
your own fouls; if you have any ſenſe of your duty you owe tO one another as mem- 
bers of the ſame body; if you have any tenderne(s or pity towards me, 2void the 
cit tendencies to any breaches among you; entertain no unj. ft iulpictons or jea= 
loufies of each other, ſhew all the kindneſs you are ableto your fellow members ; 
| live as choſe char are ated by the ſame foul (Cvp»zn) carry on the fame deſign; and ! 
as much a+ poſi! le prevent any differences in vpinions amonglt you. 
3. He warns themand gives cautions agaitft fome periun> from hom theirgrea- 
. teſt danger wes cis ſtir hac pretended mighty zeal for cne } aw : And very well 
under fandin: «my hi<t rhe deligas under their fpecio!'s pretences, he bee | 
ficas very levereci a ff 1: them, verl. 2. Beware of Dogy , beware of evil 
work rr, beware of tie Co:icfj, 2, All which Chaiatters: relate tothe breaches and 
divifions which they made in the Chriftian Churches 3 which hke Dogs they did 
tear in pieces and thereby did unſpeakable miſchief , and fo were evil workers 5 and 
by the Concifion St Chryzſoftom underſtands fich a cutting in pieces as tends to the 
deftruction of a thing ; and therefore, faith he, the Apofile called them 4zmranis, 
571 7hy "Exuncicy Laney x eripri), becauſe they endeavoured to cut in Pieces, and 
thereby to deftroy the Church of God, Bur leſt chey ſhould give out that St, Pax! 
ſpoke this out of a particular pique he had taken up ap2rmit the Law of Meer, he 
declares that as to the ſpiritual intention and deſign of the Law ir waz accompliſhed 
in Chriſtians, ver. 3. For we are the Circumciſion which wrhhip God in the ſpirit, and | 
yejoyce in Chriſt Feſur, and bave no confidence in the fleſh, And tor his own pait, he 
had as much reafon to glory in legal priviledges as atiy of them all, verſ, 4, 5, 6, but 
the excellency of the Goſpel of Chriſt had ſo prevailed upon his mind, that he 
now deſpiſed the things he valued before,and made it his whole bufinefs to attain 
to the glorious reward which this Religion promiſeth. This he purtues from verſ. 7, 
£O Verſe 1. 
4 RE done this he perſwades all good Chriftians to do as he did, verf. 15. 
Let ws therefore, 4 many @ be perfeQ, be thus minded, But becauſe many diſputes and 
differences as to opinion ard pra&ice might happen among them, he therefore lays 
down two Rules for them to govern themſelves by, B2 i. If 
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1» any happend to differ from the budy of Chriſtians they lived with , they 
ſkould do ic with great modeſty and humility, not breaking out into ſations and dis 
viſions, but waiting for farther information, which they may expea that God will 
give upon a diligent and ſober uſe of the belt means 3 And :f in any thing ye be ber« 
wiſe minded, God Ol reveal ever tb; anto you By caving them to Gods immed{i- 
ate carz for farther illumination, he doth net bid them depend upon extraordinary 
revelation; but requires them to wait upon God in his own way, without proceed- 
ing with the falſe Apoſtles to the ways of Faltion and Separation , and inthe mean 
time tO g1) a: far aSthey could, 

2. For thoſe who were come to a firmneſs 2nd ſettiemenit of Judgment upon the 
Chriifijan principles, he charges t' em by all means to preterve Unity and Peace a- 
morg themſelves. IWWhercio we have slready attained , let ut walk, bythe {ame Rule, Jet 
«5 mind the (ame ibings, 

herein the Apcitie {uppotes tro things, 

!, The neceſiity of one fixed and certain Rule, notwithſtanding the different at» 
fainments among Chriſtians, Nevertbeleſs, hereto we have already attained, let ui walk 
by the lame Ralce 

I!, The dity and obligation Which [ies upon the beſt Chriftians £9 obſerve it, He 
doth not ſpeak to tne ignorant and wnthinking multitude ; not to the licentions rabs 

le, nor $0 462 carnal! and worldly Church 5 which ſome think are only defirous of Uni- 
ormity 3 bt to the very beſt Chriſtians; to thoſe who bad pot the fart of others (as 
te words hee ligne) that they would be an example of Pezce and Unity to their 
Þ: ethren, : 
l, The nect{ity of one fixed and cer;ain Pile, nowithtanding 1he different attainment? 
(f Chriftiaur, 1% «und coi43r niet which Phraſe ſeems to be a continuation of the 
"31 ply JormMer alliion to a Race, For as Exftathias oblerves, the fift thing the Greeks 
Tr;i7wv HEEC wont GEO 358 totheir Exercites, was to circumicribe the bounds within which 
Hd s. they were to be performed, That which fixed 2nd determined theſe limits was Cal- 
' led Karwy by the Greeks, and Reguls and Linee by the Latinss thence tranſ(/ire linea 
ki} Cicero is £9 COmmit a fault, to breaz the HOUnds within Which Wezere coiifined. : 

All the queſtion is, what the Apoſtle means by this Rule, whether only a Ru'e of | 
Charity and mutnal for bearance, with a liberty of d ferent praftices or fich a Ru'e 
which limits and determines the manner of practice. It cannot he the former, be- i 
cauſe that is the ca'e, the Apofile hzd ſpoken to juſt before, If in eny thing ye be | 
"1 9erevife minded 4 therefore now ſubjoining this with reſpe& to thoſe who had gone 
weyond them he doth imply fuck an agreement and uniformity of Praftice as dot' 
Jie 3n obſerving the fane ſandinz Rule, For which we muſt conlider , that 
chey underftood alteady what orders and direQions h: had giver them wh-n « Chu: ch 
was brit formed among them ; and therefore when the Apoſtle mentions a Rule 
without deciaring What it was, we have reato! to believe, it was ſich a Rule which 
cney Very well Knewg, Which he had piven to them before. So we find ellewhere 
the Apitic refers to ſuch Rules of Government and Order, which he had given to 
{ther Churcnes, and were alreaCy received a2d praiſed among them. For the 
Apſetrr 6162 1c wiite their Epiſties forthe formding of Churches, but thy were als 
ready mn being, ; oaly they took notice of a1vy dif>: ders 2mnIng trem, end reform: d 
vaalee, an leſt forme things to their (xn auecions, when they ſavuld come amor 2 

them. 
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them, Anditeret will 7 ſet in ord:r when T come, Ar the Lord bith called every ene, 1 Cotiit, 


fo tt him walk, ani ſo erdain Tin all the Churches, Which ſhes that the Apuſtles 


did not leare all perſi:ns to at as they judged fir, bu: cid mike Riles dere: mining ! C257: 


their practice, and obliging them to uniformity therein. For might 2vt men pre- 
tend that theſe were not things in themſelves neceFiy. and might be fecuvied bv 
fome perforis,ard therefore were not fit to be impoſed upon any?Bir 1 do not find 
that the Apoſtles on this account did forbear giving Rules in li:ch caſes,and to oblipe 
Chriſtians to obſerve tlicm; and that not on che meer Authority of ApoRles , but 
as Guvernours (f Chwiches , whoſe buſineſs It 15 to take care cf the welfare and 
preſervation of them, There are many things which feem very little ard incontt 
derablets themſelves , whoſe conlequence and tendency is very gieac: and the 
wiftdcm of Governours lies in preventing the danger of lictle things , and keeving 
the zeal of weil-meaning perſons within its due bounds, For, thofe who ate ens 
gaged belon inthe valley .. fighting in {me}l parties, 21d purſuing their advantages, 
do run nto their enemies Cemp before they are awarc of it, may receive an unex- 
pected check from their Commanders in chief, who from the higher ground elpy 
the hazard they are 1n by their over-forwardneſs, ard the arts which their enemies 
uſe in drawing them into Jittle Companies eo fight ſeparately, and the danger they 
may thereby bring upon the wile Army; ano tierefore fend them 2 perempto; y 
order to give over fizhting ty themſelves and make g992d their refreat 11.e0 the Br= 
dy of the Army: They wonder, they compizin, they think themſe! ves hardy uſed ; 
but no underſtanding men blames their Generals who regard their faſety moe than 
they do themfelver, and know the allowing them the Liberty they deſire, would env 
danger the defiruftion of them all. Fhis WiſJom and Condut of Governours, Is 
quite ano: her thing from the Zee! and Courage cf inferiour perſons ; who knowing 
their ou n reſoliition znd integrity, think much to þz controlied 3 but thoſe who 


Band UPOr higher Ground ara fre further than they ca7 (4, muſt be a (lowed 2 bet= 


ter capacity cf ju#ging what makes for the ſa'ety of cheavhole, than they can have; 
and ſuch things which they look on in themſe! ves,an | therefore thi k them mean and 
trifling, the other look 1pon them in their conſequence, znd the inf} ence they may 
ave trpon the publick ſalety. It were extieamly deli cable that all good ard uſe- 
ful men ſhould enjoy as much fati:fation as might be, bur if it ca1not be attained 


{4. 


't, 


whhout running great hazards of unſettling all, it is then to bs con''dered, whe- - 


ther the general ſafety or {ome mens particular (ati-fation be the m1 e deſtreable, 
And this 1s that, which th: example of the Apofties themleives giie- is reaſon to 
conſider, for aithough there vere many doubts and lcruples 11 their times about 
ſeveral-Rites and Cuftoms, yer the Apoſties did give Rules tn fc!) cates, ard bind 


Chiiftians to obſerve them 4 as we fiid in that fares decree made npon greet 7 


deliberation, in a Council of the Apoſtles at Ferufzlem 3 wheiein therein they dete's - 


mined thoſe things which they knew were then {crupled , and continied fo to be 
afterwsr as, wWhereever the J:id2izing Clhiiltians prevai ed, Bat nowwithtlanding'a'! 
their diflatisfagion, the Apoftl-s continued the fame Rile; and S. Paul herere- 


« 


quires the moſt forward Ch: iftians to mind their Rule, and co preſerve Peace 2114 


nity among thengſel v2s, 
Bet ditb 3:ct $. Pau) #2 the 14th, Chapter of bis Fyiftie ts the Romans lay domn quite 


anche Kul, VIZ, 0's of 1246 6.81 jorbeg-arice Tr) ſuch £ aje# , rbe:s 1 .i3 are «71/4015. a 
: ] ane-- 
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Linc, chat the apoke did a& like a prudent Governotirs and in {11 s man. 
ner, as lethionught, did molt tend to the propagetion of the Golpel, and the good 
of paiticotar Clivyches, fn ſome Churches that conlifted moſt of Fervs , as tae 
Church of Ame ar this cimedid , and wheie they did riot impoſe the neceſſity of 
keeping the Law on ihe Gentile Chriſtians ( as we do not find they did at Rome ) 
the Apoſtle was viiiling to have the Lzw buried as decently, and with as itttle note 
as might be; 21! theret rein thiscaſe, he perſwades both parttes to Furbearance 
and Charity , in avoiding the judging and err{wrirng one another , ftnce they bad ar 


* equal regard to the brmour of God in what they did, But in thoſe Churches , wheie 


the falle Apoities macie ate of chis pretence, of the Levitical Law being ſtill in force, 
to divide the Churches, 2nd £9 feparate the Communion of Chriftiansz there the 
Avoſtle bids them beware of them , and their pra&ices; as being of 2 dangerous 
and pernicious conſequence. So that the preſerving the Peace of the Church, and 
preventin;; Separation was the gr: at meaſure, according to which , the Apoſtle gave 
his directions 3 and that makes him ſo much infift on © dvicerto the Pbilippians , 
char whatever their attainments in Chrifilanity were, they fhouid walk,by the ſame 
Ful-. and mind ibe ſame thing 5» 

Li. We take notice of the Duty and obligation that lies upor the beft Chriſtians, 
ts walk by tbe ſame Rule, tv mind the ſame things, 

From wheice ariſe two very corliderable Enquiries. 

1. How far the obligation doth extend tocomply with an eſtabliſhed Rule, and 
eo Preterve the Peace of the Church welivein; | 

2. What is to be dune , if men cannot come up to that Rule ? For the Apcſile 
ſpeaks only of {ich as have attained fo far; Frerero we bave already attained, let «s 
Tak by the fame Rule, 

t. Hon far the obligation doth extend to comp'y with an eftabiiſhed BR -1o. and £o 
Preſerve the Peace of the Church we liveir s T4 ten k che mb THEE) - 
ipoken to, becauſe] cannot perſwade my Leif het 1, Many en pH + ai; 
ctious MN 25 areat this day amoNg us would jive fo many yeartimna Known tin; 1 
ina ſtace of Separation from the Commun4on 0! 23 Chinch, which in Conicience 
chey thought themlelves obliged to cm: wunicate with, Ie mult be certainly fonie 
great Miſſake in their judgemeiits mnſt lead them to this; (for Il am by no meaiis 
willing to inpute it to paſſion arid evil defign-)Jand out of the hearty defire I havegit 
poſhible,co give lati-faftion in this matter, I ſhall endeavour to ſearch to the batrom 
of rhis dangerous miſtake,to which we owe ſo much of our preſent diftrations&fears, 

But for the better preventing ail miſunderſtanding che deſign of my Diſcourſe, 
] defire it may be conſidered, 

1,1 bat I ſpeak nototthe Separationor diftin&t Communion of whole Churches from 
each other ; which according to the Scripture, Antiquity and Reaſon , have a juſt 
Right and Power to Govern and Reform themſelves. By whole Churches, ] mean, che 
Churches of tuch Nations, which upon the decay of the Roman Empire. reſumed their 
put Right of Government to themſelves , and upon cheic owning Chriſtianity. in- 
corporated 11to one Chriſtian Society, under the ſamecommon ties and Rules of 
Order and Government, Such as the Chu:ch of Macedoniz would have been, if 
from being a Roman Province jc had become a Chriftian Kiagd om,and the Churches 
of Theſſalcrica , Phitippi and the reit had united together, And fo the ſeveral 
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(11) 
Churches of the Lydian or Proemſular Aſia, if they had beet utzited jn one Kingdom, 
and governed by the ſame Authority, under the ſame Rules, might have been truly 
called the Lycian Church, Juſt as ſeveral Families uniting make one Kingdom, 
«hich at firſt had a diſtin and independent Power , but it would make lirange 
confuſion in the world to reduce Kingdoms back again to Families, bccaufe at tir ft 
they were made up of them, Thus National Charches are National Sociecies of 
C hriſtians, under the ſame Laws of Government and Rules of Worſhip. For the 
true notion of a Church is no more than of a Society of men united togethet for 
their Order and Govcrnment according to the Rules of the Chriftian Religion, And 
je is a great miflake, to make tie notien of a Church barely to relate to 47s; of Bora 
(ip 3 and confequently that the ad-quate notion of a Church. is an Aſſembly for Din 
vine Worſhip; by which means they appropriate the name of Ghurche. to Particuts- 
tar Congregations. Whereas, if this held true,the Church muſt be diff »lved afſoon 
as the Congregation is broken up; but if they retain the nature of a Chnrch , 
when they do not meet together for Worſhip , then there is ſome other h»nd cha: 
unites them 3; and whatever that is, it conſtitutes the Church, And if there be 
one Catholick Chnrch conſiſting of multitudes of particular Churches confenting in 
one Faith 5 then why may there not be one Nattonal Church from the conſent in 
the ſame Articles of Religion, and the ſame Rules of Government and Order ot 
Worſhip ? May, if it be mutaal conſent and agreement which makes a Church, ther 
why may :.0t Nztional Societies agreeing together in the ſaine Faith, and under ihe 
fame Government and Diſcipline , be as truly and properly a Church, as any pare 
ticular Congregation? For, is not the Kingdom of France as (truly a Kingdom con- 
fiſting of ſo many Provinces; as the Kingdom of Tvetor once was in Normandy, which py ee- 
confifted of a very ſmall territory * Among the Athenians, from whom the uſe of nalis wi t. 
the word 'exenns came 1mto the Chriftian Church, it was taken for (ach an Aemb!y Gr fie. l2 
which had the P. wer of Governing and derermiiing matters of Religion as well as the P- 16- 
affairs of State, For the Senate of 500 being diftributed into fitties according to 
the number of the Ti1ibes, which f:icceeded by courſe through the year ; and was i that 
then called Scvr ans von pU2.n; Every One of theſe had 4& Y3paros EKKANG 14) R egalar Sſſems pac Patoniy 
Blies ; inthe laſt of which, an account of the Sacnificer was taken and cf other mat- q N, 1 e, 
ters which concerned Religion; a3 in the Comicia Calaza at Rome, From Whence c. 9. | 
we:may obſerve , thit it was not the meeting of one of the fing'e Tribes, waigat- Sch5'. in 


- . Ss fit, 
led *£xz3a0% , but the Genera! Meeting of the Magiſtrates of thewho'e City and the bead 


people together, And in this (ene I ſhall ſhew afterwards, the word wa; afed mm AR. 


the firſt Ages of the Ciiriftian Church , as it comprehended the Ecclefialtica) Go- 
vernours and the People of whole Cities; and why mzny of chele Cicies being unity 
under one Civil Government, and the-fame Rules of Religion fhouid nor be cail-a, 
. one National Church, cri ot underſtand. Which makes me wonder atth fe 999 {ay gacile, 
they cannot tel what we met 4 by the Church of England; in ſhore, we mean.thar Society ginus de- 
of Chriſtian People which in this Nation are- united under the fame Pr ofefii on of fernion, 
Faith, the ſame Laws of Government, and rules of Divine Wo1 ſhip. Ana every : AS 
Chu: hvs confitnted, we do afert to have a j' Right of Govern: ing ic (elf, and 3f. 
of ef! ting Errors in Do@rine and: Corruptions in Wo: £11p. Scliiſm, 
On wich Ground weere -acquitted fromthe imputation of Schiſm in the ſe» p. 59+ - 
-catic:: from the Roman Church; for we only reſume our juſt Rights , 4 the 
[1815.3 


9 
{'22:) 
5r.ttiſh Nation did,as to Civil Government, upzn the Roman Empire, : 
- 0 1 do not intend to (peak of the Terms upon which Periious a1 tO be admite 
ted among us to the Exeicile of the Purzor of the Minijry ; but of che Terms of 
Lay-' @ nmunion ; 7. e, toe which are neceflary for all Perſons to JoFn in our Pray- 
ers and S2cram21ts and viher Offices of Divine Worſhip, [ will nor ſay, there hath 
been a creat deal of Art ied to confound theſerwo, { andit 18 caſte to dilcern t9 
what pur pole it is, ) but 1 dare lay, the Peoples not underſtanding the difference of 
theſe wo Calcs hath been a great occaſion of the preſent Separation. For in the Judg- 
Tet of forme of the moit impartial men ofthe Diſſenters at this day, thougnthey 
$4:3-k the c2'e of hs Minifters very hard on the accoant of Subſcriptions and Declarg= 
quired of tizems yet they confeſs very little 1s to be (aid on the behalf of the 
People from whom ncne of thoſe things are required. Sv that the People are con- 
demned in tliew Separation, by their cwn Teachers ; but how they Can Preacn La'W- 
Pp azo thlly to a Feople who commit a fault in hearing them, | do not underftind, 
ferirg 11 4, | 40 10t Contound bare ſuſpending Communion in fome Particnuisr Eiter, which 
the vame pe;tors do modefiiy tecuple, ard uſing ic in what they judge to be Jawfiul, with Cj- 
or Ve" ther #3t al, or at leaſt ordinary forbearance of Communion in wt they judge to be lay 
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party, and by other Rules than what the eſtabliſhed Retigion allows, And this is the pre- 
AD, tent caſe of Soperution which 1 intend to corfider, and to make the frrifu/neſs and 
167, - mij Pi:f of it aPPEars 
J.'O. but that 1 may doit more convincingly, I will net wake the arFerence wider 
Uifence than is is 4 but lay down imparinally the ſtate of the preſent Cormoverſtie berween us 
of h's a:d ovr diſſenting Kretbren , about Communic? with our Chirches, 
re hy rt, They uranimouſly corfels they find no fault with the Dofrize of cwr Church, and 
Ca can fieeiy ſubicnbe tn alithe DoGrinal Articles ; nay they protels greater 224i for 
on yer no Mean) of them, t, 47, tay ey Fl ſ-me of our Opn Preaiciers do, Wei: then ! The cale i$ 
Shim, vakly different a5 to their ſeparation from us , and our ſeparation from the + hurch 
We Os of Rome; tor we Qeclare, if there vere nothing e fe ainils among them , eneir Uo- 
conſe frinesare ſuch, as we can never give Our afleat to. 
conerns 2- © They generally yield, that owr Parcchia! Churcherare truc Churches; and it is 
incevan- With theſe theiy Communion is required, They do not deny that we have all the 
£c'tal eflertiz]+ of trve Churches, true D: Frine, trae Sacraments, ani an implicite Covenant 
OT, brixpren Peſtors and Perples And ſome of the molt eminent of the Congregational 
VESCC & ray have declared ;ivat tiey look wpon it as an unjuſt calumy caſt 07 t$hem,. that they 
Tinity , look won our C burches as notrie Churches, | 
t<92. p. 3. Many of them declare, tht they bold communion with our Churches to be lawful. 
5A AH Yea we aie told in Print, by one chen preſeat, 1h4t A. D. 1663, divers of their Prea» 
eorker of £2019. 472 London met too 7:fider, bars far it was lawful or their duty 41 communicate 
Schife, FhÞ the Pariſh Churcher woere they lived, inthe Liturgy and Sacraments 5 and that tne 
f. 4 Reator browght in qrenty Reaſons to prove t94t it is a duty to ſome to join with ſ;me 
- 4a | ar; [t2- GUNTENES three Fes a year 272 #0 Lords Sher 5 al{ter te had not cny proved 
of tare fu! 20 uſe a form of Prayer, andto join inthe wſe of our Liturgy, but in !be particie 
Grey p, Patron of the Sacrament with us, and no one of the Brethren, he adds, /temes 10 difſent, 
3}, @emuttotaiy the Reaſing to be valid, ſuch anather meiting, We are told, thez bad after 
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ſelf lawful and pood, Whocould have imagined otherwiſe, than that after the weiphe peace T5 


of ſo many Reafonr , and ſuch a general conlent among tem , thty ſhould þ avs all 
joyn:d with vs in what themſclves judged to bc la wu), and in m3 ny calcs a duty? 
But inft.ad ot this, we have rather fince that time oparly tem more inclinabl: to 
Courics Ot f.paration, filling the people With greater prejudices againit our Comma 
nion, and gatici ing them into fixed ard | feparite Con pena ions Which have pre: 
ceeded to the choice of rew Fatiors upon the death of old ones 3 and cxcept to: 
very tew, fcarce any,, either of their drug or People here, come orGirar: ly {0 
the publick Congregations. Ard this is that which at preſent v welm-ntasa thing 
which uvavoidably tends to our common ruins , it not in time prevenicd ; tor by 
this means the hearts of the People. are alienz'ed from cach other, who appr? 
hend the 6iffcrences to be much greater than cheir Teachers will al'ow, wher, iney 
are pat to declare their minds ; and our Common enemics take 2s much a dvantag? 
from our diff:r: nCCs, as if they were really far greater than ticy are, 

Put you may a+&k, what then arcthe grounds ot the pieſent Scparati an? 101 that there 
15 tuch a th: gis dilcernible by all, but what the reaſons of it are is hard to undertiay . 
after theſe concetiionss Fyetirt is not conculvable that conicientious men can in f{i2ch 
junQure of aftairs perfilt in ſo obFinate and deficuRtive a courſe of Eeparation, unites 
they had fomething atlati ft to anfwer the iweaty Reaſons of their own Brethren 
againſt 1t? 

[ have endcavoured togive my ſelf atisfa@ion in a matter of £2 great moment to 
the Peace and preſervation ot thi:Church,and conſequently of the Poteitant Religion 


among us; which I never expect to ſee farvive the dctiruRion ot the Church of 


Englard, 

And theutmoR I can nad | in thebef\Writers of the ſevera! acide actin f9 theſe 
two thing*. 

1. That altbongh they are 41: aft ate of ſeparation from our Church, yet this ſ-paration is 
fins 

2, That a State of Separation won!d be a fin. but notwithitanding bla eeting i n dife 
ferent places, yet they are nat 54 4 ſtate of ſeparation, 

And her: in lies the whole fir-ngth of the ſeveral Pleas at this day made. uſe of to 
juſtifiz the Separate Conprega1z2ns; both which I ſhall now examine, 

I. Sem: pical, that it 75 true th; 'y bave diftin and ſeparate Commuziions from us, but 
it is no fin. or cxlpable je] 2741199 "= Pave, For. fay thev, Oar Lord ad titted 
only Gongrey national Churdbes or particular Amilies for D:vine IForſhip, whica having 
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the jote Crirch poreer in theme TR they are under 119 ob 41g 21107 of Communio:!: with tþ:+ Larry 
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of late 2pproacl 1 fo car, UE Wc icy te; Il ts, 25 a# #9 dew oy ew ſpecies of C: +48 cbegx { ”" be. ry. Pp 69, 

JI 2114 P arochial or Co; 1gregati? Ta: ) W110: t Gods Authority, and t9 imPoje 877 I Tor B =wters © -, 


Yoria (yea? in bis nawe ) and call all Difſ#:ters Schifmaticks , 16 a far worſe uf 47/12? 04. yo Wa ig 
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Churches, but o:(y ro pre Jerve Fe c: aud Chari! y wil Þ them, Ani to tnis doctrine. wthers 


tvas to make 67 210 eſe new Ceremonies or E11urgze fo Which mitt luppoſe GConzyc- 
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eution above th cle is both unla wiull and inſuppaitable, Which is m27c then the Ide = D.i 630, 
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But to clear the practice of Separation > being a fin on this account,two thing. 
are nec{MNary to be done, 
1+. To prove that a Chriltian hatit no obligation to external Communion b:yond 
a Congregational Church. 
1. That it is12wtul to break oi Communion with othey Churches, to ſet up a pare 
ticular independent Church, TN 
Fyange» 2+ That a Chriltiaz path 13 0011g ation to external Communion beyone 2 particular Con- 
licei love, g/g ations] Church. They d9 rot dery, that men by Baftiſm are admitted into the Ca- 
&c.p.49. thelick, viſible Church as Members of it, and that there ouchttobe a ſort of Communion 
$**Þ-:54- by prutzal Love among all that Geleng 104515 Body: and to do them Right, they declare 
that they lock wp01 1's Church of England, or the Generality of the Nation profeſing Chri- 
ftiznity, to be as ſour and healthful 2 part of the Cathalich Church, as any in the World. 
But then they fays Communion 1 orazitarces mult be »1y in ſuch Churches as Chrift þins- 
ſelf inflituted by enalterable Enter, which were only particular and Congregationat 
W. £9 Churches, 

Granting this to be true, how doth it hence appear not tobe a lin to ſeparate from 
nur Parochial Churches, which according to theix own conceilions have all the F{- 
ſentin's of trus Churches ? And what Ground can they have to leparate 
ard Civide thoſe Churches, which for all that we can ſee, are of the fame nature 
with the Churches j!anrd by the Apoltles at Corinth, Philippi or Theſſalonica ? But 
{ rut needs fay further, { have never yet ſeen any tolerable proof, that the Church- 
23 planted by the Apoſiles were Jimitted to Congregations, Jt is pofſible, at firf, 
there might be no more Shrifitzns in one City than could meet in one Aſſembly 
tor Worihip: bat where doth it appear, that whenthey multipli-d into mwre Gon 
arigations they did make new and difiind Churches, under new Oftiecrs with a Sepa- 
rate Power of Gererirmen? Of this, 1am well aſſared, there 5 no mark or footftep in 
the New Tcftamert, or the whole Hiſtory of the Primitive Church. I do not think 
it will appar credible f> any ceritlerate man, that the £020 Chriitians in the 
Church of Ferufaienz mate one [rated and fixed Congregation for divine Forſnib, v0: 
it we make all the allowances for ftraxgers which can be defired: but if this were 
grantcd, where are the unalterablie Rules that afſoon as the company became too 
preat for one perticxlir Afembly, they muſt become a new Church under peculiar 
Ctizers and cn independent Authority ? | 

Itis very firange, that thoſewbo conter.d fo much for the Scriptures being a perfect 
Awe of all things pertaining, to Worthip and D.ſcipline. ſhould be able to produce 
nothing in fo neccifary a Point. Ti that of which we read the cleareſt inftances in 
Sextrtures mult be the fiangard of zIIfuture Ages, muc't more might be ſaid tos li- 
::iting Churclicsto frevate families, than to particular Congregations. For, do we not 
cad of the Chard that was in the Houſe of Prifcilla and Aquila «at Rome 3 of 


nem Pe the Church that was in the Houſe of Nymphas at Coloffc 3 and in the Hiufe 
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3 of Philemon 4 Laodicea ? Vhy then ſhould not Chuiches bz r:duced to 
Clans particalar amilics , when by that means they may, fully «joy the Liberty of 
rs, th-ir Cenfcienccs, and avoid the ſoeandal of breaking the L=w< 2 But if, norwith= 


fianding fuch plain exampizs, men wili exterd Churches to Crmprepations of many 
Phi v2, Families; why my not O'hers extend Courcoer to thoſe Societies which confitt of 
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many Cotlgregatzons? Eſpecially conſidering, that the Apolites when they infitured 
Churches, did appoint ſuch Officers in them, as h2d not barcly a refpett to tho 
aliezdy converted, but to as many as by their means fhould be added to the Churct., 
as Clemens aftirms in his Epitile 3The Apoſtler, faith he, went abows in Cities and Come 
wries preaching the Goſpel; and appointed their Firt-fruis, baving made 4 ſtiritunal tris! of ; anþ-2g 
them, fer Bifhops and Deacons , T6) paivirru y anpiterr, of thoſe who were 1 belive, From = by } 
hence the number ofConverts were looked on 2s anzcccll15n to the Original Church, £- 
and were ander the care and Government of the Biſhop and Presbytcre, 110 Werc 
fult ſettled there, For although when the Churches increaſed , the occational mect- 
Ingswere frequent in leveral places; yet Ril there was but ove Church, and ove Altar. 
and one Baptiftry, and oe Biſhop , with many Pre:byters aflifting him. Ard Unis $2 
fo very plain in Antiquityy as to the Churches planted by the Apoltles themfetves it, 
teveral parts, that none but a great ſtranger to the Riltory of NETS 
the Church can cvyer ca!l it in queſtion. I am ſure Calvin, a per. Moirouique civitari _ rioute 
fon of great and dcfcrved reputation among, our Brethren, looks po as .rn oa corooet tow 
upon this as a matter out of diſpute 2moag learned min, tat 2 clefizillins accenſeretur., Ce! 
C:urch did not only take in the Chrittians of a whole City, vin 1njtite I. 4.0. 4. 1. 2, 
but of the adjacent Cuuntry too; and the contrary opinion is a very nove} and late 
fancy of forme among us, and hath not age enough to plead a Preſciption: It is true, Petayi 
alter ſome time in the greatcr Cities, they had diltin@ places allotted and Presbyters 39t. 18 
fixed among them 3 and ſuch allotments were cailed Titles at Rome, and Lawre at upd "= 
Alexandria, and Pariſhes in other places but theſe were never thought theu to be n 1, 
new Churches or to have any tndependent Government in themſeves; but were a'l Canon. 
In ſubj.@ion to the Biſhop and his Colledge of Presbyters, of which multirudes of Exe Nice. s 
amples might be brought from moſt authentickTcftimonics of Antiquityz it athng Ca 
fo evident needed any proot at all, And yet this diftribution even in Cities was fo c. 6. 
uncommon in thole e'der times, that Epiphanius takes notice ot it as an extraordiniz Ehalced- 
ry thing at Alexanzria, and therefore it is probably ſuppoſed there was no ſuch thing LFAOOE 
in all the Citics of Crect in his time, And it we look over the antient Canons of the : a. 
Church, we ſhall find two things very plain in them, ( 1.) That the notion of @ Ecc1, ae 
Church was the fame with that of a Dioceſe, or fuch a number of Cnriitians as fiic.c. 5; 
were undcr the inſpeQtion of a Biſhop. ( 2.) Thar thoſe Presbyters who rye@<d Bop 
the Authority of their Biſhop, or aft. &cd ſeparate meetings, where no fault could te "Awaivg 
tound with the Dodrine of a Chutch,wac condemned ot Schifin, So the followers c. = 
of Exſtathizs Sebaſtenus, who withdrew from the pablick Congregatiors on pre» Cencl.. 
tence of greater fanQity and purity, in Paphizgonia, were condernned by the Coun- COOL. 
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Cil at Gangrez fo wheic thoſe who teperated from their Biſhops , though otherwile Por oen 
never fo orthodox, by the Courcil at Conftaitinople, ard the Council it Carthage 5 © 10. Ye 
wherein befoe St. Cyprian had {o juſily complained of the Schifm of Felierſſi mus and CyFrian., 
his Brethren, who oa pretence of ſ2me diforders in the Church of Cartbape had wih- BE $0 
drawn tothe Mountain: and there 12i4 the foundation of the Novatian Schiltn. But Thee. 
waen falſe DoGtrine was impolcd on ©: hc, as by the Arian biſhops at Ati, Eccl nfft. 


hurches | 
then the people were exculcd in their ſeparation; fo at Rome when Felix was made 1: 4:0, 22 
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up Meetings without their Authority 3 againſt their conſent, was acquitted from. 
the fin of Schiſm, Indece fo m- Biſhops have fometimes refuſed Communion witty 
others upon great miſd.inc nors 5 as Theogneſtur and St. Martin with the Ithacian 
party On the accourt of te death of Prieiliien , but this doth not at all reach to the 
caſe of Preibyters ſep21 ating from Bihops, with whom they agrec in the ſame faith, 
Tie followers of St, Cory(oitore, did, £ confels, continue their ſeparate Mcetings after 
kis baviftment , and th. coming in of Arſacizs; but although they withdrew jn his 
time, biing unfaticficd in th: manner of his choice, yet when Atticys rectored the 
name of S$', Chryſeftom to thePz21tychs ot the Church, they returned to communion with 
their Biflhop, as St, Chryſoftom himfc't adviſed them ( as appears by Palladins } 
&nich is far from julliiying the wiltal leparation of Pre:bz ters and Perple from the 
Communion of their Biſhips, when they do agree inthe ſame Path, 

2, But ſuppoſe the hrit Churches were b arel: Crvoregarional, by reafon ct ihe ſmall 
number of B:lievers at thet time, yet whae obligation lies 11714 ws 10 diſtirrb the Peace 
of the Church we live in 10 reduce Churches 10 their infant (tate® They do not think it ne- 
cefſary toreguce the hi. ft Community of Goods, which was tar roore ccutninly prectifed 
than Congregationa! Churches; they do nor think it nec ſary to waſh ore anthers ſcer, 
alttiough Chilt did it, and bad Fs Diiciples do as be cid; they br fe ve that the firſt 
civil! Government was appointed by Vod himſelf over Familieszd0 tlicy therefore think 
themlclves bound to overthro v Kingdoms to bring things back to their hirit infhitue 
tionFIt not, why ſha!l the P: ace ct the Church be in fo much worſe a condition than 
that of the Eiy.il-ftate. Tt is very uncertain whether the Primitive form were fuch as 
they fancy;il it were, It is 1ors unceitamn whether it were not fo from the circumitar ces 
of the times, rather than from ny infiitution of Chrift ; bur it is mot certainly our 
any to preferve Peace and Unity among ChriſtianszB it is impollible fo to.do if men 
break all Orders in pieces for the tancy th:y have taken up cf a Primitive Platforms 
It is 2 great fault among ſome who pretend to great nicene's in fo: prſitizve Duries, 
inat they have ſo-little regard to comparative Datice: Fox that which m-y be a duty 
in one caſe, when it comes to thwart apreater D ity: mzy be none. This Dodrine 
we l:arn from our blifſed S2vicur te cate ch he blizetion of the Sibbathy which 
he maRes to yield to duties of Mercy, Ant cor w.ithionk that a duty lying upon us, 
wi: ch in our circumlances makes a far grexter Duty imprediicable ? Is there any 
thing Cohrilt and his Apoſti-s have charged me upon the Corfcicnces of all C:rie 
{ ans. *:1an ſtudying to prctcyve Peace and Nvity among Chriftia:+? Thi is that we 
a: follow ofter,even when it {roms to fiy from us; this is that we mult .pply our mined. 
$*, a3:d thitk i: Oar honour 10 $rom tes vhs 4 that wich the moſt Perf! bi Coriſtians gt 
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mecreſs, pumility, patience. {c!/- dent and (ukmiſſ;on to Governomrs, And Htter all this, 
ca? Wwe Mmagtre. the aver g et t1ch. an e.g ſhould depend upon mens 
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©04#th made but. one: Cons n' * On what tcrins-.can - Ve ever hope 
27 Pace in the Churet: , if fir. | [Ioriensas theſe be grouns #nough toditturb 1:2 
oO ::3t ftop can be pur to $01; n-* Separatio” if ſuch pretences as theſe be {ufiici- 
$7.4 (9 Jofiihe them - {on ay pleate theraſelyes in talking of preferving Peace and 


REG. 39"? "POR 


— —— 


. f ” ; . Y . E i Me * ant TE ED fs 
1 o , 
Pi 
; (19) | 


Love under ſeparate Communicns but our own fad cxnerience ſh: ws the con! 


” rary p 

\ jor as nothing tends more to unite mens hearts thin jpyning together in the faire 
| Prayers and Sacraments z- fo nothing doth more alicna:s rs ” Aﬀect ons, tain will. 
drawing from cach other into ſeparate Congregations, Which ten not {om? tofp! 


| ritual Pride and fcorn and contempt of others, as of a more carnal arid wildly Church 
V1 than themſelves; and provokes others to of open the toliies, and jndiſcretions ard 
| immonralitics of thols who pictend to fo met Purity and Spiricua | | 
Brethren, 
2, Others conſcts, tat to live 14 a ſtate of ſeparation | from ſuch Churches, as many at 
leaſt cf ours are, were a ſiit ; for tney ay, has calt| {el [4 T6101 reſo FLIES -o 11+ rg 
Churches 14 Schilm, c{þ; cciall if it be Joyned with ſetting ub Ani-huretes mmm arranablly concort, 


* . 


ag ainſi them 3 but this they deny that they do, alchough They preach when and where FArt 3. 


| [4 - | C { C * 

| it is forbidden by Law | 3 and worſhip GoJ. and edmin.iter Sacramcnts by other 5 PR 

| Rules and aftcr a different manner than what our Church roquires, This is not 
dealing with us wit? that fairacſs and ingenutty which our former Erothren uſd 1 


4 


for they avow the fact of Separation, but deny it to be ntl ; -[hc12-0 Owning it to be 
ſinful, hav2 no other rctage left but to deny the faQ, v hich 15 evident to all perſons, 
For do they not dothe very fame thin”s and in the fam? manxcer, that the others 
| do; how comes it then to be $: -paration in (om2 and not in others? The cy are very 
| unwilling to confeſs a Separation , becauſe they have former! y cond icmned it with 
great ſ:ycr] tyz and yet th y do the lam? things tor Waich they charged O:h:x3 as 
q euilty ofa finfid Separation, 2 | 
| For, the Aﬀemb! ly of Divizes urged thiir diſſenting Brethren to comp'y with th:ic | 
Ecxeles 'of Church-Government , and charged tixm with Sciire if they 4 ir not 
whereas they only acired to enjoy ſuch I:bcrty a3 t© their ſepa: rate - © greg tions, as Papers 
| is now pleadcd 4 *þ by our diſſen;ing Brethren. This, (ay icy, 12:4 : give conntera ce for Ace 
| to a ferpeinal Schiſm and Diviſion in the Church jiik drawin; away (ime from the poneaong 
| Churches wider Ihe Reule , which alſ» wouts breed irritations between the Parties z a#4d py intel | 
ould introdure «l, | manner of confuſion. And they thought it a very unreatonab'e thing 1543 Þ@. 
for them to defire dfind and [+ par 16a Corgregations, as 10 thoſe part! ff rarſhip were ha Os 
wey com'd joys 74 communion with th m : LY they thought ro peifon was ton b. bg EE 
dulecd as tory ror or Scruple of confeicrenbut with kisProvilc: that in oP 6:ber parts 
| of worſtrp hoy pps m5 10e Co apregetion wherein they 1165, and be under the Gove 
| ment to be etiab'iſhed. Tot ;þ he difſerting Brethren anſwered, 1h. ft) 4 Var 
atrioh. or Jorbearanes oxi ncaiver be a ScuI/A nor endanger it and F it the great 
of Schiſm bath Seer = ftric! oblies 227 of al ta Vniſcrmityz tvat 4s long as 1% their ſeparate” 
E:! greg 8 they 7 id "201; rclt of the [ont 161; , and the mii ſubtuniial in ther 
| = t could 3101 he ca/i- 4 a total Separation. ef: cially ponpacring, 0 it they brof fed ther 
bes tr be ire Colhreebes. and that they bad orcafional ermmuÞrrtgn with thom, which ws 
£ very { mc: Fla made vt- o it © i day. among us; To-wt 1 ce Afcnbizcs Þ *$,79. 
party {m3-tiv- replied, ther icy. the) CR;cO pe axed torir Chu hes to be fo true, that 
they C24 d ccabonally Jovrr 11 all-Ais f BB Narſai! & they conceived 4 YV-.W.7E buaund i6: 
Fl 3-47 in foynt communion by 61e COMMA Aunle. Ed art. rext Þcules 12 1 (et a- 
rates: Curp -apations, And they 08. 1 nat to Jeal * at boedin 1vCommunin inn TH 
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tbe Sripince | nſe; ſuch ſeparetion wear not in being in the Apoſtles 151125, unleſs it were uſes 
by fa [e Teacher: . I! rho profeſſed Chriſtianity vela Communion togetber,as 1n one Church, 
n4rwitlftaidiug d: Ferences of Judgment, or corrupiions in prafiice; and that, if they ear 
bold occafhomat Crummunicn without fin, 15:3 hnow no reaſon wopy it may not be ordinary 
without fin too, e7:4 then ſeparation wou!s be needieſr, To which they fubyjoin thelere- 
m2: keble words, which I heartily wiſh our brethren at this day would think ({ericul= 
ly upon, T- eparate from thife Churches dinarily and viſibly with whom occaſionally y-u 
may jin withus fin, ſeemath to be a moſt unjajt {:{ aration, So thet whatever faifſe co 
lous a1d pretences fome men make ute ofco juſtifie their preſent practice, it the 
judgement of their own Brethren may Þe taken upon the moit weighty debate, and 
moſt ie: jous deliberation,ic 18 10 better than plain and down right ſeparation, And I 
miſt needs ſay, 1 never law any Cauſe more weakly defended, no, not that of Poly- 
gemy and An2hantiſm, than that of theſe, who allow it to be lawjul to join in Com- 
munion with ys, and yet go about to vindicate the ſ-parate Meetings among us, from 
the guilt ofa ſi:/z] ſeparation. For although they allow our Churches. to be true, and 
3 bt it is lam fulto communicate with them, which is the moſt p'auſible Plea they have, 
£1t5 is fo far fromexteniating, that it doth aggravate the taiulrz4or as the Brethren 
ofthe Efl-mbly (aid, Though they do not pronounce an offirmative Fudgement againit wt; 
yet the ery ſ-parating bi @ tacit and praG.cat condemning f owr Churches, if net as faiſe, 
jel 25 11; He, 

Lut whatever may be faid as to other Pleas for their preſent praftices, my Text 
feems to atlord the ſtrongeit of all, viz. that men are to be preſſed co go no farther 
thai they pave already attained , and nor to be ftirained up to an unif rmity beyond 
the dictates Of their Conlciences, but to be Jet alone, as the 4apuitiedireas in the 
foregoing verile, If any one be otherwiſe minded, be mi be left t- God, and that ma«- 
nileftation of his will, «hich he will be plealed to give b1m, | 

Th-ciearing of cis will giveafull anſwer to thel! cond enquiry, viz. 

2 That is 20 be dine, if mn cannot come up to the Rule preſcribed, 

To this therefore I anſwer 1n- theſe jariiculars, 

1. This can never juſtifie mez in nt doing what they lawſilly may do_ For this Rule ofthe 
Apoltie makes Communion necetlary.es tar as it 15 lawfiil;& that apon the account of 
thegeneial ob igition lying upon aliChriſtians ro do what in them lies for creſervati- 
on ot the peaceout the Chiirch, Therefore as far as ye have attazned walk by the [ame Rule, 


— 


> the ſame tbinss ; which words , faith Cajezan, the Apoſtle {ubjoyns to the tormer, 


teſt the perions ne there [DEaks co found think themfeives exculed from going as fir 
2s they can a5 £0 the fame Rule, Which plain'y ſhews that men are bound in Con- 
ſcience to £2 as far as they can; end | cannct fee how it 1s confiltent with that terriers 
77/1 of conjeience Which our Brethien pretendedto, for fo many of them to live fo 
m2} yeares in a neglect ofthet Communioa with our Church, which them'elves 
Judge to be lawſul, 

L dare (ay, 1 moſt ofthe Preachers at this day in the {cparate Meetings were ſober- 
ly acked their jindgements, whether ic were lawful] for thE&People to joyn with us in 
the publick Alcmblies, they would not deny itz and yet the Feople that frequent 
tizem genelaily judoe athervwiſe, For It is not to be luppoſed, that faHion among 
tiem {1-119 fo commonly prevail beyond intereſt 3 and therefore if they thought 
it Were lawiul for then to comply with the Laws,they would do it. But why then is 
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(19) 
this Kept up as ſuch a mighty ſecret inthe breafs of their Teachers ? Why do cliey 
not preach it to them In their Congregations ? I: jt for fear, they ſhould hive nore 
Icft to preach to? that is not to be imagined of mortiftied and conſcientious men. 15 
[t Jett they ſhould ſeem to condemn themſelves, while they preach againli Separation 
in 2 ſeparate Conprepation ? 

This, I confe(s, looks oJdly, and the tenderres of a mans mind in ſacl; a caf. 


out of mcer ſh :nc<taccedncls keep him from declaring a Truth which ilies 1; 


while he ſpeaks it, 
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Is it that they fear the Reproaches of the People ? which ſome ſew of the molt 
eminent perſons among them, have found they muſt urdergo if they touch upon this 
Subject (for t know not how ft cornes to pals, that the molt god'y people among them 


can the leaſt endure to be told cf their faults,) But is it not as plain 
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S. Paidl, Tf T yet pleaſe men I ſhould nos be the Servant of Chrift 5 a5 Toe | 


| ; of I Gal 1.19: 
preach #ot 1h: Gifpel 2 If they therefore would acquir themfeives I kz honett and con. 
{cicntious men, let them tcl! tie people plainly that they look on or Churches as tr: 
Ciurches, and that they may tawſully communicate with us in Prayers aud Sacrament: | 
and I do not qu. ſtion but in time, if th,'y find it lawful, they will jadpe if to be thts 
Duty. For it i5 the Apoliiecs Command here, Whereto we bave already attained ict 
us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the (ame things. | 

2, If the bare &iffa;ufaGion ef mens Conſciences a juitifie the Tarfuln ff of Sopar n1ion, 
and breaking au eltabliſh:d Rule, it were to little purpoſe 19 make any Rule at all, Pr - 
cauſe it is impoilible to make any, which ignorant and injudicious min ſhall not ap- 
prehend to b2: in foe thing or other againſt the diQates of their Conferences, But 
becaule what we (ey may not weigh fo much with them in this matter, as whit was 
faid on this Occalion by their own Brethrex in the Aſſcmb!y 1 ſhall give an eccourt 
of their Fudgment in this matters 
The d:f-nting Brethren were not fo much wart'ng, to their Caxſe, 25 no* to nc2: 
renderneſs of Confeirnce with as much zdvantage” and carnciinels as any men now cau 
doit, To which they an{wer, 
1, That though tenderneſs of Conſcience may juiiifie non- communion in tle thisg fa 24 
{crupled, yet 't can never jultihc S-paration« Gan: 
We much &/ubt, tay ihey, whether ſuch tendorneſy of Confarcnee, as a=icth rat of an opi- dation, 
nin, cui poteti iubcſe faiſum, (which may be falſe) whbea the Conference is {+ tender ,Þ 5% 
that it may be wit'-al az: erring Conſcience, can be a ſtuffecient grount YT OLE Abs: 
terial Separator, as our Erithren plead fir 5 For thoinoh it may Gind, t lu{bent 
the AG of Communion in that particular wierem men conceive try enmion bills 091m ute 
on withiut ſin (norbing being 19 be done contrary. uitts Cor jciciics ) yot it doth wor brad to 
felow ſuch a p[:tive preſeripr as piffibly mzy be aivers from the wil and cnnfel of God, of 
wyoich kind we conceive ihty © gathering Separated Churches out of c12er x ches t 
be ee. : 
2, That it is endicſs to kope torgive fatictadHon to oriing Eonſiences, The Ps O96 
Grounds, lay they, to which this Set aration #4 dofirid ar? [rib upon noob of other 
P ſable lerms les T: ich crrinp eonſcirnces 1:Y tit any Ier..o f 5 +, {et} oz 21 3 5457 
the privileage of the ks Ticenlgence,, And fo this Toleratim betty nbefictt, Fral nnd red 
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fertled notn with tanding Variety of Hig 1; ts, with": aity tyranny at all, 
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a man titk himfe!t bound to airide the Gharch by a firfal Separation ; that Separa- 
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m7 bc fo "itples it the. Minas If 19 14th p27! the jelf fame equity ve let 311 And 18 atri, 


th 416 will thabe way for infinite divifions and ſub-dwiſions;and give countenancs T7 
EO ! Sckiſm, - { Diviſt fon 14 the Char! 


3» Thar ſ-r. t; le: of 2o#{cignce 15 n9 br C4408 67 41:1 ;|t Schif my 19 way of Coparating : 5 

207 "Ir ; 8 h- off caxſe iſ Sefara! on m ven > Sel »eſmm, which may ariſe from Errors of 

C7 fei Fee dS VC! q 45 car wal ard e3rr: ; Rea! ons ; and theref re 1:y concerve toe cauſes 
of Se rata mult bo þ1. wt to be ſuch as cx nature rc wet vear It Out. 

a. £11 the 4, tles naw! ie Landing the diſſcrence of mins ha. pen "Y preſcribe 
F-uier of Viiformuty. For, fay they, they j! ;npreſſ 4 the contenti-ns of men by the cuſtom 
{ we Cinmchrs God ! Cor, 11. 16, and or44in the ſam? pratice 14 all the Churches, 
A Wer 19s G18 CH ackpo 499 Arle 'Cta918 8 " Erftere: ice cf light. x Cor. 7 AB FL And did net 
we Apoltlcs 051d ſe raen of forme weee ir 'Y $BI175 07 the Crurches, albcit there were in 
$ 17 je Courcho. gT af-r Fences f ligh ? K 


£ 7 


5. That the 16 tle by this Rule i the Text, did not intend to aow Brethren who agre? 
i ai Subtinials of Faith and Worſhip, t ſeparate from one an'ther, tn thoſe very Sub+ 
Mantials whereas they anree, Ts tis, ly they, to wa; kt by the ſame Rule , and to mind 
the ſame things t: Jepar ate from Ch robes in th oſe very things Sib wear with thm, 
ie £460" 20 more of them than we are ermfident was praiſes by tbe San: ts at Philippt, 
iam 'yt i dractical commution 1 things wrorein they < «CG Hot. 22ree. 

6. Th:itth:re is a great deal ( f difference be rwp:64 Tyranuy over mens Conſciences , and 
F-rales ft Uiſormity, For the difjerting Brethres chu: 2d the Aﬀrohbly, with ſetting 
#2 a1 V Tis rmmily for Uniformities {ake, i, Cs aff, aing Unifren'y (0271140 'þ. as H0F to T1 gard 

ens Conſciences,, ara without riſffeft hal to the waricucs of Light in matteis of a leſſer 
nature , Thich. lay ney. wil prove a perf. Tyranny, and 7t is in fc to [tretch 8 low 

2;1 10450 ſame te lengty with 2 telr , or 19 cut a tall man #9 the fizture of one that js low, 
" r Vnif rr nities ſuke, To which the others anſwer, That they do rot defire U niformity 
for abs [ok> of Tyr anry, but only for Oraer, and Order fot Exification. But for ought they 
c reldperce] ve, any wing that is One mit be judged the foundation of Tyranny ! which are 
th-ir own w 915, ) As to variety of light IP aefired their Þrethren #9 a {wer them 14 
this one thine, whether ſume muſt be denied liberty of their Confeience in matter 0 of prattice, 
Cr 727 , : oF move, Ther. (ay they, we muſt renounce our Covenaitt and let in Prelacy again ; 
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aua:al 91 zyi5 if a denial cf  biterty unto ſome may be juſt . on Vn ormity may be 


As to their fmilt- 

fipies but ſweb! a"pments are pef/uiar ans it artifici- 

6, Davis's mare of flomrifh than ſoit 'c2 #11 them, For aid aot they endeavour t0raile lower 

| 0:1 40 a preater het. bt ? wonid they termit otberChurch Governments if it were 7: 

ri Aa ecrufe men ninlt ot for Un'ſo Pete? fake bs pared or Freiched to the meaſure 

 orfer men? would they end: 12 tie lower ſuckers ar the root of their are $0 grow till 
y had kilied the tre? i1 ſe} & Al poputum phaleras. 

Fi00m WHENCE We ice the Church of JI ad: endeavour after Vaiformity is 2cauit- 

ea from 1yra7ry over tne Con'ciences of rnen by the Judgment of the moſt cared 

cime 4, emivcft Divines for ſuch we 3D 1 


40 not quettion they choſe to manage this 
E253tc, upon which bk Urn of t'y cir whole affiirs depended, 


34.4 Py iT Error of miſtake of Ce *efeien: 'e doth by no means exenſe from fit. Thus if 
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(21) 
11-7 18 nevertheleſs a ſix for his thinking himſelf bound to 4» it. For S. Paul thought þ q4 , 4 
bimſelf bound to dy many things ag ain't the name sf Jeſus of Nazzreth, jet he calls hims 5, oy 
ſelf a blaſphemer and the greateſt of ſinners, for what he did under that obligation of 1 Tim. 1, 
Conſcience, The Fews thought themſelves bound in Conſcience to do God Service, : ES 


ft. 15 


but it was a horrible miſtake, when they took killing the APoitles to be any part of it, *, eas 


From whece it appears, that men may do very bad chings, and ye think cthemle! ve; 
bund in Cenſciince to do them, I| do not hence infer that the preceace of Conſcien'e | 
1s Ot to be regarde.', becauſe it may be abuſed to (o ill purpoſes z for 0 man that 
hath any Conſc:ence will fpeak againſt the Power of it, and he that dec are: againft it, 
hath no reafon to be regarded jn what he ſaith, But that which ought to be inter- 
red from bence, is, that mn ought not to reft (atisfied with the preſent difates of 
their Conſciences, for notwithſtanding them, ehey may comn it very great ſins, 1 am 
afraid, che common miſtating the caſe of an erraneows Confeience hath done a great 
deal of miſchiet to conſcientious men, and betray*d them into great ſecurity, while 
they are aſſured they do aR according tc their Coniciences, For the queſtion is ge- 
nerally put , How far an erroneous Conſcience drth oblige? And when men hear 
that chey mwuft nt af againſt their Conſciences though they be mijflaken, they think 
themſelves ſafe enoagh, and enquire no further, But if chey would confider, that 
no mans Conſczence alters the nature of Good and Evil in things 5 that what God hath | 
made a Duty or a Sin remains fo, whatever a mans Conſcience doth judge concerns 
ing them 3; that no man Conſcience can ſtritly oblige him eicher to omit a Duty ot 
to commit a fin; the utmoft Reſolution of the Cafe comes to this, That a man may | 
be fo perplexed and croangled by an crroneour Conſcience that he may be under a ne- | 
ceflicy of finning, if he ads either with or agaiiſt ir; not that God ever puts a m2n | 
under the neceflicy of finning, ( for then it would be no fin co him, if it were | n2- | 
voidable) but that by cheir own neglet and careleſneſs, without looking after due 
1 formation. and running on with violent Prejudices, which was the caſe of S Pas! and 
the Fews (ard I with it were nor of many Chriſtians) they may make taiie and raſh 
i«4gments of things, and ſo fin either in dcing or not doing what their Conſcience tell 
ihem they are bound to dos 
The moſt matcrial Queſtion then, in the cafe of an errenzous Conſcience, is, What 
Mrror of Confezence doth excuſe a man from Sir in fllowing the DiQates of 1t? For, 
it the Error be wholly izvoluntery 3 3.e. it it be cauſed by invincible I,norance, or af- 
ter uſing the &eſt means for due information of his Crnſczencegthough the A@ way be 
2 fault in it (elf, yet it ſhall not be imputed to him as a Siz ; becaute it wanted che 
conſent of the Mind, by w-.ich the Willis deter mined ; but if men fall int  w:lful 
Errors of Conſcience z 4, e. ifthey form their J«4,ments rather by preſudice and poſſton 
and znterejt than from the Laws of God or juſt Rules of Conſcience; if they do not 
ex2mine things fairly on both fides,praying for divine direHion; if they have not pa - 
*jence £o hear any thing againſt theic opinion, but run on blindly and furiouNygthey 
may in ſo doing aG according to their Conſciences, and yet they may be 1n as gieat 
danger of committing heic.ous fins as S,Pawl and che Ferws were. Thus if men throught 
the power of an erroneous Conſciznce may thiik themſelves bound to make Schiſms 
2nd D:vifons inthe Church, to dilobey Laws and to break in pieces the Communi's 
of that Churcb, which they are, or ought to be members of, they may ſatisfie them- 
{cl yes that they purſue their Conſciences, and yet for want of due care of informing | 
themſelyes 
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themſelves and Judging aright, thoſe very Aﬀtions may be wi!ful and damnabie Sinr, 

Nothing now remains but to Make Application of whet hath been {aid to our own 
Caſe. And tha: {hall be to two forts of Pertins, 1, to thoſe who continxe in the 
Crmmenion of our Chu:ch, 2, to thoſe who diff m1 from its | 

1, Tothole who eentinyu? inthe communion of our Church, Let ws walk, by th: 
ſ:zme Rule, and mind the ſame tbingr. Let us tudy the Unity and Peace, and there- 
'\y the Agnour and Safery of it, White we keep to one Rule, all people know what 
iris £0 te of cur Chirch ; if mer ſet up their own fancies above the Rule, they 
chargeit with imperteQion; iftaey do not obey the Foiſe, they make themſelves wi- 
ſe: thar thoſe that made ir, It hath not been eicher the DcfArrrs or Rules of our 
Church «which have ever given advantarze to the Enemies of it; but the indiſcretion of 
fone in going beyond them ; and the incunftancy of others in not kelding tothem, 

Cch 15 the Farity of its DoGrine, fuck the Lryalty of-its Principles, fuch the Wif- 
dom, and Ordergand Ficty of its Devotions, that none who are crue Friends to any of 
theie, can be eremies tOit, Let us tzke heed we do rot give too muck occaſion to 
Oir E:emice to tHhitk the worſe of our Crnurch for our ſakes, It 15 eatie to obſerve, 
that m3 quarrels relating to Ernflitutions & Frames of Government are more again 
perſons tha: thinzs, when they are unſatisfied with their management,then they blame 
te Government 4 but if themſelves were 1+ place,or thoſe they love and efteem, then 
the Goveir.ment is a good thing, if it be 1n good mens hands, Thus do mens judg- 

1ents vary 25 their mncereſts d2, 

Ara to 2675 Crirches, Wwe tid Uniformity and Order condemned a5 tzranneal, till 
men c:.me inco prryer themſelves, and then the very fame things and arguments are 
uſed ard thought very good and ſubſtantial, which before were weak and ſophiſtie 


 Aniwerh cal, Thofe who ſpeak now moſt egainſt the Magittrates power in matters of Religion 
—__ had to ſubtantial Reaſons for it, when they chought the Magiſtrate on their own 
—E fide. Thoſe who now plead for Toeration, did once think it the Mother of Confue 
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Gon, the Nurſe of Aibein the inlet of Po>ery, the common Sink -f olf Errors and He= 
refiers But if there be nor much ro be ſaid againſt the Church s C:nſtitution, then 
they ar*ready to lay vail pon the perſons of the Governours and Members of it; and 
:1ence pretend oa neceflicy of Separation for a purer Communion. Let ns endeavour 
ro :1emorve this Objedtion, not by recrimination(which is too eaſie in ſuch caſes)but 
by lying Cuitabiy to our holy Re. gion; by reforming our own lives, and red:efling 
{what 71 us lies)the Sandals and Diſorders of others, Let us by the innocency and 
unblimesblercts of our lives, the lite and conſtancy of our devotions, the meekneſs 
and 522 tenets of our behaviour 13 our own Cauſe, cur Zeal and Courage in Gods, 
= 2 ;oftie £0 017 Reiigion and bring others to a Love of our Church, 

1, Tork le who diſſent from our Communion. Whether they bear, or whetber tbey 
re jor bear, 1 cannct difmils this fubje&, wiourt cftering ſome things to them, 

By way of Corfideration, 

2, By way of d4avice, 
(+) 3 ihail ctter theſe things to their Confid- ation, 
1 


y 


- 4,02 tem confider How many things muſt be born within 1hs eonflitution of @ 


$1 


d inf confuicr, that rhe bet policy or Conſtitutiong ſo far as it is of mans regulating, hath defeRs and 
arent Cn, and ofturs will be Complicated 3 and therefore they muſt nor be too unyielding, bur bear 
et 1039 16.6 23.6, end n2t eafſh'y remediables Corbi of the jeund 81a7e of Relizicn, Þ 75+ 1699. 
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And if men will fet themſelves only co find faults , it is impotiitb'e n 
2 re 1Þey fee an 10277 
amiſs, they muſt follow bis example who purſned this Princzpie {; far , till he with- pgii @- 
drew from all Szciety left he thould communicate with them in their Sin 5 in which gan? 
condition he continued till his Children lay dead in the honſe, and le became tire CB Paty 
terly unable co heip himfelf, and becauſe no bumane inventions were 11 be allows: 
about the worſhip of Ged he bad cut out of his Bible the Contents of the Chatters, an: 
Titles of the Leaves, ard þo lefe the bare Text , vithout Binding or Covers. This 
is the Caſe che rigid and impracticable principles of fome would bing yur Chyroles 
to, by cutting off all Rul:s of Order and Decency , as encroachwents on tle 7/7 + 
tut;ions of Chriſt, 


2. I deire them to conſider bow imprſſible ut is to give [atis ſein to all, ant wp 


Many things mnſt be all;wed 2 favourable interpretation in Prblzck Conftitutions and (forvval 
Laws ; which it 15 Hardly poſſible fo to frame , bit there will be room l:ft for =» 
Cavils and Exceptions. Yea Wh-: the wiſeſt a4 beſt 14m Fave Gone their wi mit, oO 
J bl » ; 4 
COUTIE C 


ſome of themſelves confels, there may be difſatizfaBion til; and if Chritian Humiity to 
Charity and Diſcretion, will then adviſe perſons to arquietce iniheir private fecwrity ana 2ion of ; 
freed: m, and not to unjetile the publick, Order for their private ſatisfaCion, Why thould Englant 
not men pradtiſe the tame yertues themſelves; which they do confeſs, will be neceſla- inis due 
ry for ſome atlaſt ? Larwe, 
Wife and good men will conſider the difficuliies that alwayes attend publick ara, 
Eſtabliſhments ; and have that efteem for Peaceand Oredr, that they will bear with 
any thing tolerable for the ſake of it. Itis a very hard caſe 
with a Church when men ſhall fet their its to ſtrain every Sech is the complicated condition 
thingto the worſt ſenſe, to ſtretch Laws beyond the intens of humane aff airs, that it ef = 
tion ard deſign of them,to gather together all the doubt» 78 4ifficeir ro devide af ute of 
E 08 Ogerner 1 M-de I that ſhall provide for alt 
fill and obſc ire paſſhagesin Calendars, Tranſlations , &'c. and whom Equity will plead for. Th<3e- 
will not diſt:inguiſh between their 2pprobation of the Uſe orc the prudent and fober will ac- 
and of the Choice of things , for upon ſuch tearms as theſe quicſce in any conſtiuwion _ 15 
men thirk to juftifie the preſent Diviſions. 1 much que- '? _ xr gary Pit: 
ſion whether ifthey proceed in ſuch a manner.they canhold rb of the Relizion of England : 
Communion with any Charch intheChriftian world. If men be (&c, Sed, 14» Printed 1667, 
diſpoſed to find faults,noChxrch can be pure enoughtor ſome- 
thing will be amiſs either in D:@ 3ne, oc Diſ-1pline,or Ceremonies,or Manners ; but if | 
thcy be diſpaſed to Peace and U" on, then Charity will cover a multitude of failings 5 =- —_ 
and then according to S. Fas!” advice, with all l1lineſs , & meckneſs, with lonz-ſuf+ of piyf,. 
fering , forbearing one anther in Love, thy w | be endeavouring ts preſerve the Vrily ons p. 
of the ſpirit inthe b:nd cf Feace, And without the practice of the former Vectues, ** 4+ 
n50 Metaphylical Diſcouſes of Vrity , will fignific any thing to the Churches Peace. ,. , 4 
2. They wou!d do wel] to conlider. How Separation of the People from our Churchcs gd J | 
ec: mes to be'more [a#ful new, than in the days of our Fatl-crs, It hath been often and evi- 
dently proved,thet the moſt ſober and learned Nonecon{crmiſt of former times, 75t- Papers 
withſtanding their {cruples in ſome patnts,yet utterly condemned Separation from our C hure ol ac- 
cher as milowjul. Ang they Jooked upon this,not as a meer common fin of humane in- ag 


firwity , but 2s 2 wiltu] and dangerous fin ; in 1hat it is fo far from tending t1 wi 5” "43: 
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(24) 
Pals Orerth:ow of Antichriſt , 13-21 it upholds and maintsins him; calling it a renting 1þe 
eainſt Church, the diſzrace of Religion, the advancement of Pride, Schiſm and Ceontentien, the 
C3n» Offence of the Weak, the grief of the godly, who be better ſettled, the hardening of the Picks 
PiPt og and the recovery or riſing again of Antichriftianiſm \ nay, even perſecuting the Loyd 
Feſus in his Avaſt, wiich they revile in bis ordinances, which they diſhonour and in bis 
tervants whoſe footſteps they ſlinder, wh ſe Graces they d:ſpiſe, whoſe Office they trample 
por with diſdain. Theie are the very words ut one of the moft Tearred and 
pedicious N,n=conformiſts before the Wars, Ard ſurely the miſ.hiefs that follows 
ed after could not make. Separation to appear lets odious: 

Was it a tin 2 was it ſich a fin then ? And Is ic none now £ Either our Brethrep 
at this day, do believe it ro be a fin tor the people ro ſeparate, or they do not: If not, 
it muſt ether be, thar there are new and harder terms of Commurion, which were 
not then 3 which is fo far from being true, that they confets them ty be rather ea. 
fier tor the people 3 or it muſt be, that they are gore off frum the peaceabie prin- 
ciples of their Predeceflors, which they are tawi ling to own, If they do believe it 
ro'bea fin, why do they ſuffer the people to live in a known Sin? Why do they en» 
courage them by preaching in ſeparate Crngregations f For their Predeccfj1rs id not 

Bradfhay think it lwful, much leſs a dwty, to preach when foibidden by a Law 3 neuiber did 
apairft zibey widerftand what warrant any ordinary Miniſter hath in ſuch a caſe by G:as word, 
John(on. ſo to drew any Church or People ts his private Minijtery in oppoſiti-n to the Lars and Gor 
S: 40.9. verntner? he lived under. They underiftood the diflerence between the Aprities caſvs 
ari4 theirs ; and never thIught the djoſties Foe be unto me if I reach no; the Ge{pzl, did 
LOA of extend to them; but thought ih at falenced Miniiters ought fo live 45 privare M-mbers of the 
God. p. Church it 1h:y were reſtored, and the people bound 10 hear ethers, Ot which there can 
$;0% be far le's ground to diſpute, when themſelves acknowledge the Dofrine by Law 
eftabliſhed to be true and ſound. 
Nething 4 Laſtly, Ler me beſeech them to conitler the commen danger thay threatens ws 
that col by means of our Diviſi-ns, We have Aaverſaties {ubtle and induft; tons enovgh to 
_P of rake we of all 2dvantages tolerve their own ends 3 and there is (carce any other 
aabpry: they promiſe themfelves more from, than the continuance of the(z breaches amor, 
ao fo Our lelvess This fome of our Brethren them'elves have beenaware of ; and on that 
Rrong!y account have told the People of the danger © ti:e Perinciples of Separation, as tO the 


__ intezelt cf Re/rgion in pereral, and the Proteſtari Religion in particular among us, 


ber conſcenitious men tn rhink Popery neceſſary for the concord of Churches, and a vio!ent Church Governa 
meet neceflary t& Our Peace, z5s the woful experience of the Eriors ani Schiſms the mad and 12 nifold ScRS 
that ariſe among thoſe that are moſt againſt them. Baxrers le# Anſw, to Bigſhaiy p. 30, 

Yea ite know what a pernicious defign the Devil hath upon 3ou . in perfwaging you to efirs and en- 
Feavour wopull down the interett of Chriſt and Religion, whici: 1s upte!d in the pariſh Churcties of this Lan : 
464 wo think het itis beſt to bring them as low 13 reality Or ICputation 4s 3ou can, an4 to commact the Reli-. 
£'- 35 3N!Eret all 1NC private meetings Id. p. It+ 2.25. 

@-.'2 1 * : = * 

Ce:tamiy, nothing would tend more to our common ſecurity than for all true 
2nd hnceze Protefterits to lay afiie their prejudices, and miltzkes, ard ro joyn hear- 
ty in GCommunios ith us: Which many of their Teachers at this day allow t- be 

i2wtul., And how can they fatisHe themfelives in hazarding our REgiON by not do» 
1g that, which then {elves confei> Jawful to be done? 

{2,) Eutit weare not yet ripe ior fo great a me cy af a perfe Union, 361 wou! 
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(25) 
Intreat our Brethren to make way for it by hearkening to theſe foflowing 44viccs, 

1. Nt x2 ' give encouragement 2: raſh and iniemperate zeal; which rends all in Pieces, 
21d makes reconciliation tinpoiſtble, Thoſe who fee leaſt into things. are uſa! ly the 
ferceft contenders about them: and ſuch eager Diſpurants are fitter to make q-ar- 
re's chan toernd them for they can be ©. ntentions for Peacesſaks, and make new diff.re 
ences about the ways of Unity, Wildom and {0briety, a good j11d , ement, z Piudent 
temper, and treedom from prejudice will rend more to end our differences, than 
warn Debates, and long Difputations which as Greg, Nezianz:niant once of Counr 
Ci!s, ſeldom vave had a% good end, But there is a more fiery fore of zeal, & more d2n- 
gerous than this; + hich may he ſmothering for a time, till it meets with ſ{1iravie 
mMateer and a freer vent, and thenit breaks out into a dieadinl flame, This we have 
already ſeen {ich diſmai effe&as of in this age, that we thovld ink there were le's 
need to give Men caucion 3gainfſt it again, were it not fo b. feared,that where Reaſon 
cannot prevail, Experience will not. All hat we can fay tolich peifons that may be 
like to moverhem, is, that it their 6/31 2221 cranſporrt them, as it did Samp{cr:, 1: 
Puil down the Hoſe over their Heads, chey will be {ure to periſh tt emel yes in che 
fail of itz but hete will lie tie great difference of the cafe, while they 2nd their 
Friends perith together, the F:/iftims withour will rejoyce to make the cthers in- 
ficurzents £0 execute their deſigns, 

2. Not to be alwiys complaining of their hardſhips and Perſecations \ as though no 
People had l: fizred fo much fince the days of Diocleſian ; whereas the ſeverity of 
Laws hath been tempered with fo mich genclene(s in the execution of them , thar 
others have 25 mich complained of Indulgence, as they of Perſecution Jt doth n-£ 
louk like the Patience, and Hirmiility, and Meebneſ; of che P rimitive Coriſtians © make 
fuch noile and outcries of their ſuffering to mich, when they would have beer rather 
thankful chat chey fufterel ro more. I» this the way 9 Pezce, to re; reſent the: caſe 
fil! co the worlkl in an exaſperating & provoking manner ? I: chis the way to incline 
their Gover nox7s to M0:e cn leſcrnſtn, toreprelent them to the People as an Ntbactan 
perftecuting Party? Where are the Priſ-il/2an5 that have been put to death by their 
1nft1,ation? What d. ſoch infmaations mean, bur that our B:-ſþ»;5 are the followers of 
It bactr and Jdictnr intheir cructty, and they ofthe god and meet Biſhop S. Martin, 
whorefuſe Communion with them on that account Ff if men do en-ercain f::ch 
kind thoughts of themielves, ani lick hard choughts of their Suferzors , whatever 
ehey plead fr, they haven inclination to Peace, 

3, Nt to condemn her: for idr which themje'r es have praiſed, and think to be lews 
fu! in their ewn caſe!, har outcrie: have fome maiteagainuft the Churb of England, 


as Crae! and Tyrannica', for expeairg and requiring UVniformity 7 And yet donor 


fach men, even at this day, contend forthe Cblivetion of a Covenznt, which binds Judg 1.9, 
men ?o endeavour after unifyrmity in I) Grine, Dij-ip.ine and Wizſ1, 7 But they wane | 

the ingem!ity of Ad-nibizch, toreficck on ibe thumbs and the tres, whi b they baie cut (4, 11,, 
off frem others 5, and think themſei ves bond co do itazain if it were in their POWer, Newia- 
Who could have been thought more moderate in this way, than thoſe who wear tive of 
uwnon the 77 1:iCiPies of the diſſenting Bretbren £ And yet we are >fTired, chat e van 
New England, when their 0«n Church-way was by Law eftabliſn:d zmong then, cat GA 
they made it no leis than Ban:f nent for the Anabatrifts to jet vp 6rber Cronrcber am'n2 tign 4 2 
tbem or for any ſecret 'y 0 feduce 0tÞ:vs from tbe Approbaticn arid uſe of Infani»ba'tiim. 1654, 


And 


[ 
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(26) 
\\nd how they have fince proceeded with the Quaker, is very well known, Nays 
even theſe, notwichſtanding the fingie Independency of every mans light within him , 
have found it neceflary to make Keles and Orders among themielves to govern their 
Scz:ticr, to which they expect an uniform OLedience; and allow no Liberty out of the 
See i. Power and the Truib; as they love to [peak. From all which it appears, the erue 
of the © OnfrOverlie is not about the Reaf»nableneſs of Unifermity 5 but who (hall have the 
Hat Þ. purer of preſcibing the Rules of it. 15 it not now a veiy hard cale, that the Churce 
2, Ofc: of England muſt be loaded with bitter reproaches, and expoſe to the common hs- 
tred of all Parties for the fake of that, which every one of them would praftife if ic 
were in their Power ; and thivk it veiy jufifiable to to do ? 
4. Not 10 inflime the peoples beats, by making thcir differences with the Church of 
Eng'and to appear to be greater than they ar, Let them deal honeſtly and faithfully 
with the:nyby letting them underſtand that they look on our Churches 45 true Church- 
e1,an4 occaſional Communion at lealt with them to be lawful : (and it 1; hard to une 
derftand, if occafi 112} Communion be lawfu!, tl:at conflant Communion ſhould not be 
2 Dutz.) This were the way to abate mens great Prejudices, and to (often their 
Spirirs, and to prepare them for a cloſer Union, Bur it inftead of his, they endez= 
vour tO darke 1 and confound things, and caft miſts before their eye, that they can- 
not fee their way clearly before them ; all unde:iRtanding men will conclude, they 
Prefer ſome little intereſts of their own, before the honour of Chrift and the Peace 
of his Charch, 
5. Ni t harbour or foment unreaſonable jealouſicr and ſuſpitions in Peoples minae 
eancerning ws, This hah been one of the mott ſuccesful arts of keeping up the di- 
fiance and prejudices that have been fo great among vs, vis. by private whiſpers, 
by faife fuggctitions, by idle Roric'y by unreaſonable interpretation of words beyond 
the-intention and delign of thoſe who ſpake them. By fuch devices as theſe, great 
m:iſchicf hath been done among us, and I am much atraid, is doing fiil!, For 
n thing fets men at a greater diſtance from our Church, thinthe 2pprchending that 
we arent party and fiacere inthe Proteſtznt Cauſe : which although it be a mot 
2roundits and malicious calumny, yet there have been ſome, who have had (o lit- 
'C Icgard to Conjeence or common ingenaity , as not enly to charge patticular 
Ferſ-ar, but our Charch it felf with Marching 1ewards Popery, What injaſiice , what 
ancharitablencls , what impadence is it, to fallen fuch an imputation is it , 
i:P0n a Cyx ec» that hath hi.herto continuzd ( and forg may it do fo ) 
tz cok Bulwark of the Proteſtant Cax/e ? Little do ſuch perſons conſiice, 
how much-ticy icrve the d:lign of cur enemics, who cannot but be mightily ple2- 
1-4 to find their moſt formidable adreſarics repretented to the People 25 their 
Secret Freend's, 

G. Not to run ibe hazard ef all for a ſhew of greater | aberry to t{:emſelier, For under 
11-45 PIEtCNCE Our AZiorfarres endeavour TO mane them the Tnitrranents to bring ups 
on ous Necks a T'ke which neitrier me wor our Fathers were able to bran, Anmnnvoerlil 
7. leratienis thit Trijen Horſe, wiiich brings tu our enemzer withour being feen, and 
which efter 2 long Sicge they I: pe to bring in at Jatiuader i: pretence if ſetting 
ovr Gtes wide enuugh vopeny to ict In all. Gur fri.nd<. 

Anc ten thick with yourfelves what advantages they will live above Others 
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(27) 
conſidering ſome mens coldneſs and indifferency in Religion; others uncertaintyzand 
running tromone cxtreme to another; others caſinels in being drawn away by the 
hopes ang feares of this world ; which havea wonderful inflaence upon changing 
mens 0pinton«sgeven when they do not thick it themſelves, So that thoſe ſeem very 
littiz to underftind mankind, who do not apprehend the dangerous conicguenccs 
| of a eenera! Tojerat on, 


| Thoſe wiopretend there is no danger, becauſe Ly this means tre F [Ly of their Re- 
15910 ill be expoſed, do not coniider what 2 catching difcafe folly isz and how 
na'ural ft is for men that are tanciful in Religion to exchauge one folly for another. 
It a'! ren were wile and ſober in Religion, there would rced no Toleration ; it th:y 
are not, we muſt ſuppoſ: , it they had what they withed , they would do as might 
be <xpe&ed from men wanting Wiſdom and Sobriety, z.e. All the ſeveral Parites 
wonld be {triving and contending with each other , which ſhould be uppermott, and 
gain the greatclt intereſt, ; 
And what would th: fruit of all ſuch contentions be, but endi.fs diſputes, and _"_ 
| expoling the follies of one another, till at laſt Relzgjon it felt be funk into the grea- bl keep 
ecit conternpt 3 or men, through meer wearinefs of contending, bs willing even yy the 


to ſubmit to Papal Tyranny, becaulc it pretends to fome kind of Unity ? | ax age 
pe, that 


by an Univerſal Toleration, they may at laſt come in cne equal Terms . with youg or by connfvcnce, 
| be enduied as mackas you. And if they beequal in England wich you,their tranſmarine advamages wilt 


| make them more than equal. notiithſtanding their diſadyantages in their cauſe, and their contratiety to 
| Kipgly intereſt, Baxters laſt Aniw. to Bazſhaw, p. 3: 

1 So that, upon the whole matter, if we would conſalt the Honour of G:d and 
Religion,the Peace and Tranquillity cf the Church we live in; if we would prevnt 


thc great Deſigns of our enemies, and leave the Proxſtext Religzon here eſtabliſhed to 


Pofterit y , we ought to follow the Apoſtles Advice, 31 walking by the ſame Rule, and 
i3 minding tbt ſame things, : - 


| FEINIS. 


—_ 


